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What	does	it	mean	to	“unpack”	a	standard?		

“Unpacking”	the	Common	Core	State	Standards	is	the	process	of	taking	the	text	of	each	standard	and	
translating	it	into	actual	teaching	strategies.	This	process	involves	setting	long	term	teaching	goals	for	each	
standard	and	identifying	the	major	understanding	students	should	reach—and	the	tasks	they	should	
complete—while	mastering	the	standard.	By	unpacking	standards,	we	place	them	in	the	broader	context	of	a	
student’s	education.	We	take	the	language	of	the	standard	as	written,	which	is	often	only	a	few	sentences,	and	
begin	to	create	the	framework	on	which	the	actual	learning	will	take	place.	

The	screenshot	below	shows	a	sample	from	the	Arizona	Department	of	Education	website	for	
the	Math	standard	8.NS.A.2.	

	

On	the	left,	we	see	the	full	text	of	the	standard	as	provided	by	Common	Core.	In	the	middle,	
we	have	the	corresponding	Mathematical	Practices.	These	are	the	broader	reasoning	skills	
students	develop	across	all	grade	levels	to	deepen	their	understanding	of	math	concepts.	
Not	every	math	practice	applies	to	each	standard,	so	the	first	step	in	unpacking	a	standard	is	
identifying	which	of	the	Mathematical	Practices	are	needed	for	a	student’s	mastery	of	the	
standard.	Finally,	on	the	right,	we	have	explanations	and	examples.	Here,	the	text	of	the	
standard	is	expanded	upon,	and	real-life	examples	of	the	standard	in	practice	are	provided.	
These	examples	model	what	the	actual	instruction	of	the	standard	might	look	like	in	the	
classroom.		
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The	state	of	Arizona	provides	similar	resources	for	all	standards	across	subjects	and	grade	levels	on	their	website.		

• Math	Standards:	http://www.azed.gov/standards-practices/mathematics-standards-2/	
• ELA	Standards:	http://www.azed.gov/standards-practices/englishlanguageartsstandards/	

Similar	resources	are	provided	by	other	states	as	well.	

The	screenshot	below	shows	a	sample	of	how	the	North	Carolina	Department	of	Education	unpacks	
the	Math	1	standard	NC.M1.N-RN.2.	

	

This	resource,	like	the	one	from	Arizona,	provides	the	text	of	the	standard,	as	well	as	the	standards	
for	Mathematical	Practices	that	apply	to	this	standard.	It	also	develops	the	standard	further,	by	
providing	the	pre-requisite	skills	students	will	need	to	learn	the	standard	and	connections	to	other	
standards	to	deepen	understanding.	North	Carolina’s	resources	go	further	in	unpacking	the	standard,	
providing	information	for	mastering	the	standard.	The	screenshot	below	comes	from	the	same	
resource	for	the	above	Math	1	standard.	

	

The	standard	is	further	unpacked	through	a	description	of	how	students	will	develop	their	
comprehension	of	the	standard	by	expanding	upon	previously	learned	concepts.	The	resource	also	
provides	benchmarks	to	be	used	while	assessing	students	on	this	standard.	
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The	North	Carolina	State	Board	of	Education	provides	similar	resources	for	standards	across	all	grade	levels.	In	
addition	to	unpacking	the	standards,	North	Carolina	has	also	gathered	additional	resources	to	help	teachers	
integrate	the	standards	into	their	curriculum.	In	the	following	links	will	find	paths	to	resources	that	inform	the	
progression	of	the	standards,	the	major	work	of	each	grade	level,	and	many	other	helpful	links.	

• Elementary	Math:	http://maccss.ncdpi.wikispaces.net/Elementary	
• Middle	School	Math:	http://maccss.ncdpi.wikispaces.net/Middle+School	
• High	School	Math:	http://maccss.ncdpi.wikispaces.net/High+School	
• Elementary	ELA:	http://elaccss.ncdpi.wikispaces.net/Elementary+School+Resources	
• Middle	School	ELA:	http://elaccss.ncdpi.wikispaces.net/Middle+School+Resources	
• High	School	ELA:	http://elaccss.ncdpi.wikispaces.net/High+School+Resources	

	

	


