English Language Arts
Student Edition Grades 9-10

Quiz: R1.9-10.3

Read the passage. Then answer the questions.

“The Four Freedoms Speech”
Franklin D. Roosevelt, 1941 State of the Union Address

1

| address you, the Members of the members of this new Congress, at a moment unprecedented in the
history of the Union. | use the word “unprecedented,” because at no previous time has American security
been as seriously threatened from without as it is today.

We need not overemphasize imperfections in the Peace of Versailles. We need not harp on failure of the
democracies to deal with problems of world reconstruction. We should remember that the Peace of 1919
was far less unjust than the kind of “pacification” which began even before Munich, and which is being
carried on under the new order of tyranny that seeks to spread over every continent today. The American
people have unalterably set their faces against that tyranny.

| suppose that every realist knows that the democratic way of life is at this moment being directly assailed in
every part of the world—assailed either by arms, or by secret spreading of poisonous propaganda by those
who seek to destroy unity and promote discord in nations that are still at peace.

During sixteen long months this assault has blotted out the whole pattern of democratic life in an appalling
number of independent nations, great and small. And the assailants are still on the march, threatening other
nations, great and small.

Therefore, as your President, performing my constitutional duty to “give to the Congress information of the
state of the Union,” | find it, unhappily, necessary to report that the future and the safety of our country and
of our democracy are overwhelmingly involved in events far beyond our borders.

Armed defense of democratic existence is now being gallantly waged in four continents. If that defense fails,
all the population and all the resources of Europe, and Asia, and Africa and Australasia will be dominated by
conquerors.

In times like these it is immature—and incidentally, untrue—for anybody to brag that an unprepared America,
single-handed, and with one hand tied behind its back, can hold off the whole world.

No realistic American can expect from a dictator’s peace international generosity, or return of true independence,
or world disarmament, or freedom of expression, or freedom of religion—or even good business.
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