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Grade 7

Quiz: RI.7.9
Read the passages. Then answer the questions.

Both of these books focus on immigration in the United States in the early 20th century. In these excerpts, the authors 
discuss immigrants’ choices about whether to attend public or parochial (private religious) schools.

Excerpt from The Old World in the New 
Edward Alsworth Ross

1 In a…town of Minnesota is a superintendent who has made the public school a bigger factor in Americaniza-
tion than I have found it anywhere else. The law gives him the children until they are sixteen, and he holds 
them all. His school buildings are civic and social centers. Through the winter, in his high school auditorium, 
which seats 1200 persons, he gives a course of entertainment which is self-supporting, although his “talent” 
for a single evening will cost as much as $200. By means of the 400 foreigners in his night schools he has a 
grip on the voters which his foes have learned to dread…

2 This man sets no limit to the transforming power of the public school…He scoffs at the fear of a lack of 
patriotism in the foreign-born or their children. He knows just how to create the sentiment. He has flag drills 
and special programs, and in the Fourth of July parade and the Decoration day procession the schools have 
always a fine float. He declares he can build human beings to order, and will not worry about immigration so 
long as the public school is given a chance at the second generation.

3 But is the public school to have this chance?

4 Multitudes of the new immigrants adhere to churches which do not believe in the public schools. “Their 
pupils,” observed a priest to me, “are like wild children.” Said a bishop: “No branches can be safely taught 
divorced from religion. We believe that geography, history, and even language ought to be presented from 
our point of view.” Hence with great rapidity the children of Roman Catholics are being drawn apart into 
parochial schools. In Cleveland one-third of the population is supposed to be Catholic, and the 27,500 pupils 
in the parochial schools are nearly one-third of all school children. In Chicago there are 112,000 in the parish 
schools to 300,000 in the public schools. In New York the proportion is about one-sixth. In twenty-eight lead-
ing American cities the attendance of the parish schools increased sixty per cent between 1897 and 1910, as 
against an increase of from forty-five to fifty per cent in the attendance of the public schools. The total num-
ber of children in the parochial schools is about 1,400,000. Separate education is a settled Catholic policy, 
and the bishops say they expect to enroll finally the children of all their people.

5 To bring this about, the public schools are denounced from the pulpit as “Godless” and “immoral,” their 
product as mannerless and disobedient. “We think,” says a Slovak leader, “that the parochial school pupils 
are more pious, more respectful toward parents and toward all persons in authority.” The Polish, Lithu-
anian, or Slovak priest, less often the German or Bohemian, says bluntly: “If you send your children to the 
public school, they will go to hell.” Sometimes the priest threatens to exclude from the confessional parents 
who send their children to the public school. An archbishop recently decreed that parents who without 
permission send their children to the public school after they have made their first communion “commit a 
grievous sin and cannot receive the sacraments of the church.” Within the immigrant groups there is active 
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