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Student Edition
English Language Arts 

Grade 7

Quiz A: RL.7.9
Read the passages. Then answer the questions.

Excerpts from A Student’s History of England, v. 1
Samuel Rawson Gardiner

Context Statement: The Angevin kings, including Richard I and John, ruled England in the 12th and 13th centuries. At 
this point in history, England controlled some Norman lands in France and was also involved in the Crusades. Richard I 
became king in 1189. 

1	 The Third Crusade. 1189—1192.—Richard threw his whole heart—his lion’s heart, as men called it—into the 
crusade. Alike by sea and by land, he knew better than any other leader of his age how to direct the opera-
tions of war… Twice Richard brought the Crusading host within a few miles of the Holy City. Each time he was 
driven to retreat by the failure of the Crusaders to support him. The last time his comrades invited him at 
least to reach a spot from which a view of the city could be gained. Richard refused. If he was not worthy, he 
said, to regain the city, he was not worthy to look on it.

…

2	 Death of Richard. 1199.—It was not only Richard’s love for his old home [France] which fixed him on the 
Continent [of Europe]. He knew that the weakest part of his dominions was there. His lands beyond sea had 
no natural unity. Normans did not love Angevins, neither did Angevins love the men of Poitou or Guienne...
He built on a rock overhanging the Seine above Les Andelys a mighty fortress—the Château Gaillard, or 
Saucy Castle, as he called it in jest. With characteristic haste he completed the building in a few months. 
“How fair a child is mine!” he called to his followers, “this child but a twelvemonth old.” Other child he had 
none, and he had but the miserable John to look to to hold his dominions after he was gone. He did not 
live long enough to see whether his new castle could stand a siege. A peasant dug up a treasure on the 
land of the lord of Châlus in the Limousin. Richard claimed it as his right because he was the over-lord. On 
the refusal of the lord to surrender it he laid siege to Châlus. An arrow from the castle struck him on the 
shoulder. The wound rankled, and mortification followed. As Richard lay dying the castle surrendered, and 
the man who had aimed the fatal shot was brought before him. “What have I done to thee,” asked Richard, 
“that thou shouldest slay me?” “Thou hast slain my father and two of my brothers with thy own hand,” said 
the prisoner, “and thou wouldest fain have killed me too. Avenge thyself upon me as thou wilt. I will gladly 
endure the greatest torments thou canst devise, since I have seen thee on thy deathbed.” Richard, generous 
to the last, bade his attendants set the prisoner free. They kept him till Richard was dead, and then tortured 
him to death.
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