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Quiz: RI.9-10.5
Read the passage. Then answer the questions.

Extracts from “Washington’s Farewell Address to the People”
George Washington

1 The unity of government, which constitutes you one people, is also now dear to you. It is justly so; for it is a 
main pillar in the edifice of your real independence,–the support of your tranquility at home and your peace 
abroad, of your safety, of your prosperity, of that very liberty which you so highly prize.

…

2 It is of infinite moment that you should properly estimate the immense value of your national union to your 
collective and individual happiness; that you should cherish a cordial, habitual, and immovable attachment 
to it; accustoming yourself to think and speak of it as of the palladium of your political safety and prosperity; 
watching for its preservation with jealous anxiety; discountenancing whatever may suggest even a suspicion 
that it can, in any event, be abandoned; and indignantly frowning upon the first dawning of every attempt to 
alienate any portion of our country from the rest, or to enfeeble the sacred ties which now link together the 
various parts.

3 To the efficacy and permanency of your union a government for the whole is indispensable. No alliances, 
however strict, between the parts can be an adequate substitute; they must inevitably experience the infrac-
tions and interruptions which all alliances in all times have experienced. Sensible of this momentous truth, 
you have improved your essay, by the adoption of the constitution of a government better calculated than 
your former for an intimate union, and for the efficacious management of your common concerns.

…

4 The basis of our political systems is the right of the people to make and to alter their constitution of govern-
ment; but the constitution which at any time exists, till changed by an explicit and authentic act of the whole 
people, is sacredly obligatory upon all. The very idea of the power and the right of the people to establish 
government presupposes the duty of every individual to obey the established government.

5 All obstructions to the executions of the laws, all combinations and associations, under whatever plausible 
character, with the real design to direct, control, counteract, or awe the regular deliberation and action of 
the constituted authorities, are destructive of this fundamental principle and of fatal tendency. They serve 
to organize faction, to give it an artificial and extraordinary force; to put, in the place of the delegated will 
of the nation, the will of a party, often a small but artful and enterprising minority of the community; and, 
according to the alternate triumphs of different parties, to make the public administration the mirror of the 
ill-concerted and incongruous projects of faction, rather than the organ of consistent and wholesome plans 
digested by common counsels and modified by mutual interests.

…
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