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Grade 8 Playlist: Analyze Effects of Differences in Point of View
Aligns with CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.8.6:

•	 Analyze	how	differences	in	the	points	of	view	of	the	characters	and	the	audience	or	reader	 
(e.g.,	created	through	the	use	of	dramatic	irony)	create	such	effects	as	suspense	or	humor.

Welcome

In	certain	narratives,	a	reader	is	allowed	to	know	more	than	the	characters	in	the	story.	For	example,	a	reader	could	
know	that	a	villain	is	hiding	behind	a	door	while	the	protagonist	does	not.	The	reader	experiences	a	feeling	of	suspense	
as	the	unknowing	protagonist	reaches	for	the	doorknob.	Authors	choose	to	write	scenes	like	this	so	that	the	point	of	
view	of	the	character	in	the	scene	is	different	from	the	point	of	view	of	the	reader.	This	means	that	the	reader’s	under-
standing	of	what	is	happening	is	different	from	the	character’s	understanding	of	the	same	situation.	When	a	writer	
chooses	to	create	differences	between	the	point	of	view	of	the	reader	and	that	of	the	characters,	he	or	she	withholds	
information	from	either	the	reader	or	the	characters.	Often,	this	difference	in	information	can	have	a	suspenseful	or	
humorous	effect.	

Objectives

In	this	playlist,	students	will	learn	how	to:

•	 determine	the	point	of	view	of	the	narrator,	the	reader,	and	the	characters	in	a	passage.

•	 analyze	how	the	differences	between	the	point	of	view	of	a	reader	and	the	point	of	view	of	a	charac-
ter	can	create	effects	like	humor	or	suspense.

Review

Key Terms

•	 The	point of view	of	the	narrator	is	the	perspective	from	which	the	story	is	told.	Authors	can	choose	
to	give	the	narrator	a	particular	point	of	view	in	order	to	create	certain	effects	in	the	story.	The	
narrator’s	point	of	view	shapes	the	reader’s	point	of	view	because	the	reader	experiences	the	story	
through	the	narrator’s	description	of	the	events.

•	 Dramatic irony	occurs	when	a	writer	uses	narrative	point	of	view	to	allow	the	reader	to	know	crucial	
pieces	of	information	that	the	characters	do	not	know.	Since	the	reader	has	this	information	and	the	
characters	do	not,	the	reader	may	experience	the	story	as	suspenseful	or	comic	as	he	or	she	watches	
the	characters	act	without	understanding	their	own	situation.

Exploring the Standard

The	point	of	view	of	the	narrator	is	the	perspective	from	which	a	story	is	told.	A	writer	may	choose	from	four	differ-
ent	types	of	point	of	view	in	order	to	tell	a	story:	first	person,	second	person,	third-person	limited,	and	third-person	
omniscient.	

PREVIEW



Wisewire 
Copyright © 2016. All rights reserved.

2 of 19

Student Edition
English Language Arts 

Grade 8

The	following	chart	identifies	the	characteristics	of	each	point	of	view.	A	narrator	can	be	either	objective,	which	means	
that	he	or	she	only	relates	the	facts	of	an	event,	or	subjective,	which	means	that	the	narrator	gives	his	or	her	opinion	
about	an	event.	If	a	narrator	describes	how	she	feels,	she	is	giving	a	subjective	account	of	the	story.	

First Person Second Person
Third-Person  

Limited
Third-Person  
Omniscient

Definition:	The	narrator	
tells the story as if he or 
she is part of the story. 

Definition:	The	narrator	
addresses	the	audience	
directly.	This	point	of	
view	is	often	used	in	
nonfiction	instructional	
texts	and	is	rarely	used	
in	fiction	texts.

Definition:	The	narrator	
tells the story as if he 
or she is not part of the 
story	and	only	knows	
some	details	of	the	
story,	like	what	the	main	
character	thinks.

Definition:	The	narrator	
tells the story as if he 
or she is not part of the 
story	but	knows	every-
thing	about	the	story.	
An	omniscient	narrator	
knows	what	every	char-
acter	in	the	story	thinks	
and feels.

Pronouns used: I, we, 
us,	me,	mine,	our

Pronouns used: you,	
your

Pronouns used: he, she, 
they,	them

Pronouns used: he, she, 
they,	them

Relationship to Narra-
tive:	The	narrator	often	
has	a	subjective	view	of	
the	narrative	since	he	
or she is involved in the 
events.

Relationship to Nar-
rative: Since	this	form	
is	most	often	used	in	
instructional	texts,	this	
narrator	is	usually	objec-
tive.

Relationship to Nar-
rative: A third-person 
limited	narrator	can	be	
objective	or	subjective.

Relationship to Nar-
rative: A third-person 
omniscient	narrator	can	
be	objective	or	subjec-
tive.

To	begin	identifying	point	of	view,	read	the	following	sentence	from	“The	Emperor’s	New	Suit”	by	Hans	Christian	
Andersen.

Example 1

One	day	two	swindlers	came	to	this	city;	they	made	people	believe	that	they	were	weavers,	and	declared	they	could	
manufacture	the	finest	cloth	to	be	imagined.

Notice	that	the	narrator	uses	the	pronoun	they.	Because	only	third-person	narrators	use	this	pronoun,	the	reader	
knows	that	the	narrator	of	this	story	has	either	a	third-person	limited	or	a	third-person	omniscient	point	of	view.	Since	
the	narrator	seems	to	know	everything	that	is	happening	in	the	story,	he	or	she	has	the	point	of	view	of	a	third-person	
omniscient	narrator.	The	narrator	of	the	above	sentence	tells	the	reader	that	the	two	people	who	come	to	town	are	
swindlers.	The	narrator	also	tells	the	reader	that	the	townspeople	do	not	know	that	these	two	are	swindlers.	This	
means	that	the	narrator	knows	more	about	the	two	visitors	than	the	townspeople	know	about	them.	
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Teaching Notes: Analyze Effects of Differences in Point of View
The goal of RL.8.6 is for students to analyze how differences in point of view between readers and characters can create 
effects like humor or suspense. In order to accomplish this goal, students will learn to identify the point of view of the nar-
rator and think critically about how this shapes the point of view of the reader. They will also learn to identify instances 
of dramatic irony in a text. Students may have a difficult time understanding how the narrative point of view shapes the 
reader’s experience. If this is the case, pause before discussing dramatic irony, and use Activity 1 below. This teaching note 
also provides further instruction and additional resources to read and integrate into instruction as appropriate.

Activities 

1. Ask students to write a short description of an event that occurred in class. Have students write from a 
diversity of viewpoints. After they have completed this exercise, allow them to share their writing with each 
other. Discuss how different narrators treat the same situation differently. Ask students to consider how 
these different perspectives resulted in differing versions of the same story. If someone was not present for 
the event, for example, they would only have the information given to them by a particular narrator. Because 
that information changes based on the narrator, the reader’s perspective would change as well. 

2. In Applying the Standard, students are asked to consider how dramatic irony can be used to create a sense of 
suspense. Poe’s “The Tell-Tale Heart” is the suggested reading but can be substituted for another short story at 
the teacher’s discretion. If using this text, students will also need to consider the impact an unreliable narrator 
has on viewpoint of the reader (i.e., in “The Tell-Tale Heart,” some information is available to the reader that 
is not available to the narrator). Students are also asked to make two lists using the graphic organizer. This can 
be best accomplished if students work together as a whole class. Invite each student to contribute one piece 
of information to one of the lists. This will allow the class to accumulate substantial lists, which can then be 
used to begin a conversation about which pieces of information are crucial and which are not. Ask students to 
chart the main misunderstanding of the story and answer the following: When is the reader first alerted to this 
 misunderstanding? When do the characters realize the mistake? It may also be helpful to ask students to identify 
the most humorous or suspenseful moments in the text and use these instances to think through dramatic irony.

Additional Resources

Consider these resources when teaching RL.8.6: 

• Three Kinds of Irony: This presentation provides a basic overview of the different types of irony: 
http://www.ereadingworksheets.com/reading-worksheets/three-types-of-irony-lesson.htm

• Unreliable Narrators: This 10-minute video offers an in-depth definition of unreliable narrator: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DndmJBolHFg

• “The Unreliable Narrator”: Jeff Kinney, author of the Wimpy Kid series, talks about the main  
character of the series, Greg, as an unreliable narrator:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-POAG0qOXvw
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